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Zoom

for SATB a cappelia
Duration: 3'00"

I was composer-in-residence with International Orange Chorale in San Franciscoin 2020,
when the world shut down and all of life, it seemed, moved online to this video conferencing
thingy called Zoom. Like everyone else, | was trying to figure out how this platform worked,
how life was going to go from now on, and just taking it day by day. At firstit felt like my
collaboration with International Orange was dead in the water. But then.director Zane

Fiala and I started talking: YouTube was already full of "virtual choirs" singing "together" from
far-flung parts of the world. Maybe we could do the same with a new piece of music?

You know the old cliché: write what you know. In the spring of 2020, what we were getting

to know—slowly, awkwardly, but all together—was how.to stay.connected at a distance. And
for better or worse, Zoom was the method of choice. Ldecided to have a little fun with the awk-
wardness. Zoom is essentially a three-minute musical portrait of a group fumbling their way
through a virtual meeting in a manner that will be recognizable to virtually anyone who lived
through 2020 with an internet connection. The goal, then as now, was simply to put the troubles
of the world aside for three minutes and have alittle fun.

Watch International Orange Chorale perform
Zoom on Zoom! (Actually on YouTube)
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About the Composer

Michael T Roberts resides in Berkeley, CA with his wife and two kids. A songwriter and
veteran performer on both classical and electric guitar, Mike has also been an active choral
composer for over fifteen years. His work has been commissioned or premiered by the
Oakland Symphony Chorus, International Orange Chorale, and Accord Treble Choir, among
others. Mike holds a B.A. from Dartmouth College and an M.M. from the San Francisco
Conservatory of Music. You can hear more of his music at hotmike.com.
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Upbeat, highly rhythmic, sort of Latin, sort of Rocksteady, whatever J=104
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Zoom

* this symbol indicates a small pop-style "scoop":

basically a grace note just before and below the written note
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Relaxed tempo J =100
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poco accel. to tempo
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