COME DOWN,
O LOVE DIVINE

FOR SATB CHORUS AND ORGAN

by Ralph Vaughan Williams
arr. Emily Hope




COME DOWN, O LOVE DIVINE

by R. E Littledale

based on “Discendi Amor Santo” by Bianco da Siena

Come down, O Love divine,

seck thou this soul of mine,

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,

within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,

till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light

shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Veni Sancte Spiritu;
descende Amor sancte;

habita in nobis.

Let holy charity

mine outward vesture be,

mine inward self with lowliness be covered: *
true lowliness of heart,

that takes the humbler pare,

and WOIkS thy pcace thrcvcr paln is suffcrcd. *

And so the yearningstrong,

with which the soul will long,

shall far oatpass'the power of human telling;
for nonecan guess its grace,

till Love create a place

wherein'the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

Come, Holy Spirit;

come down, Love divine;

dWCH among us.

* Alternative text for lines 3 and 6 of the third stanza are written by Emily Hope. Original text for line 3: “and

lowliness become/mine inner c]othing,” and for line 6: “and o'er its own Shortcomings weeps with 10athing.”

EMiLY HOPE
emilyhopebunny.com
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