STEVEN PAXTON
LUCIS CREATOR OPTIME

Supreme Creator of Light
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UCIS CREATOR OPTIME is a liturgical text of the Catholic Church, and in its English
L translation is part of the Anglican liturgy. It is traditionally sung at Sunday Vespers
between Epiphany and Lent, and following Pentecost. Its original Gregorian chant version
appears in the Liber Usualis and other sources. The text has been set for chorus by many
composers throughout history, including Palestrina, di Lasso, Michael Praetorius, and
Victoria. Many of these choral settings make use of the melodies, or at least the melodic
contours, of the original chant; this is true of the setting presented here.

The Latin text is attributed Pope St. Gregory the Great (540-604). The word optime
in the title has been translated into English in a variety of ways, most notably as O Blest'in
the Anglican service. Its original Latin meaning is closer to “the very best” or “most high”

<« »
or supreme.

Lucis Creator optime,
lucem dierum proferens,
primordiis lucis novae,
mundi parans originem:

Qui mane junctum vesperi,
diem vocari praecipis:
tetrum chaos illabitur,
audi preces cum fletibus.

Ne mens gravata crimine,
vitae sit exsul munere,
dum nil perenne cogitat,
seseque culpis illigat.

Caelorum pulset intimum,
vitale tollat praemium:
vitemus omne.noxium,

purgemus omne pessimum.

Praesta Pater piissime,
Patrique compar unice,
cum Spiritu paraclito,

regnans per omne saeculum.

Amen.

Supreme Creator of light,
Bringing forth each day’s dawn,
Creating anew the primordial light,

Which first shown when the world was made:

Who first joined morning to evening,
And gave Day its name:
Enteringinto hideous chaos of night,
Hear our weeping prayers.

Let us set aside our sinful entrapment,
Qur lives of exile,
Our everlasting despair,

Entwined in our own shortcomings.

Let us knock on heaven’s innermost doors,
Regaining the vitality of our rewards:

Let us put aside all hurtful things,
Clearing away the past.

Help us, most loving Father,
And thou the only-begotten Son,
With the Holy Spirit,

Reigning throughout all the ages.

Amen.
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ONLINE AND PRINT PUBLICATIONS

CHORUS

MIXED CHOIR
Amy Beach (1543-1623)
Agnus Dei from Grand Mass in E-flat Major SATB, solos, pno or orch
Beethoven (1666-1727)
Kyrie from Mass in C Major SATB, opt. solos, pno or orch
Mass in C Major SATB, solos, pno or orch
Karl Michael Komma (1913-2012)
Die Weihnachtsgeschichte nach Lukas SATB (double), solos, fl, ob, tpt, org, perc
Frances Meier
Pasque Flower in April SATB unac
Steven Paxton
Aeterna Christi munera SATB unac
Eye SATB, pno
Fré Timonié SAB / TBB, pno, opt perc,
Lucis Creator Optime SATB unac
The Open Door SATB unac
Prophecy SATB divisi unac
Three Hymns to the Son SATB unac
Three Marian Hymns SATB unac
Visions SATB, eng hn (or alto sax), cello, perc, or pno
Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562-1621)
Psalm 1 SATB unac
Psalm 20 SATB unac
Psalm 90 SATB unac
Psalm 96 SATB unac
John Taverner (1490-1545)
In pace, in idipsum SATB unac
Weber, Joseph (1936-1999)
Cantata on the Oracle of Edlom SSATTB, tenor duo, variable winds/stgs, or org

TREBLE CHOIR
William Byrd (1540-1623)
Sanctus and Benedictus from Mass for 3 Voices SSA unac
Steven Paxton
If | Had a Ribbon Bow SSA, pno
From the Garden of Kama SSA unac
Raindrop.Song SSA, pno
Three Spring Songs SSA, pno

MUSIC OF UGANDA
Ga-ze SSA / 3-Part Mixed / TTB, pno, opt perc, opt inst
Konikoneco SATB / 3-Part Mixed / TTB, pno, opt perc, opt ins

MUSIC FOR CHOIR WITH OVERTONE SINGING
Stuart Hinds
Beauty SATB divisi, unac
Meeresstille SATB, solos, unac
Pacem SATB unac
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