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RE TIMONIE, a traditional folk song from Haiti, originated as a work song, sung by boatmen

in order to keep their rowing strokes in sync. The language is Haitian Creole: the rowers,

sitting on their benches facing the back of the boat, are urging the helmsman, who mans the
rudder and faces forward, to keep them on the right course as they make their way to shore.

FRE TIMONIE
Fré timonié gouvéne byen, oh! Brother helmsman, steer the boat well, oh!
Ou pa oué si nengage, oh! Do you not see the danger we face, oh!
Devan kou déyé van an fini debode oh! From fore and aft the wind swamps our boat,
Na rame’ devan oua ban non chimin déyé, oh! But we'll row ahead on the course you steer.
Bois nan bois sé zaviron, zaviron, zaviron, All together, row, row, row,
Bois nan bois sé zaviron, koté npassé sé zaviron. All together row, til we reach the shore. Row!

PHONETIC SPELLING [ (® indicates a nasal vowel]
FREH tsee-MOHN-yeh goo-VEH-nay BEEYE® OH
OO PAH WEH see NAH®W-GAH-JEH OH
day-VAH® koo deh-YEH vah NAH® fee-NEE DAY-baw-day OH
NAH rah-MAY day-VAH NOO-ah bah NOH® she-MEEN deh-YEH OH
BWAH nah® BWAH seh ZA-vee-ROH®W), ZA-vee-ROH®, ZA-vee-ROH®
BWAH nah® BWAH seh ZA-vee-ROH®, koh-TEH n’pa-SEH seh ZA-vee-ROH®

RHYTHM & PRONUNCIATION PRACTICE
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FRE TIMONIE

arranged by STEVEN PAXTON Traditional Haitian boat song
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