
 

 

Caroline Mallonee 
 
 

The Falling Star 
for mixed voices 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 
Ink to Paper 
All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
 



CAROLINE MALLONEE 
 
 

THE FALLING STAR 
 

for SSAATTBB choir 
 

 
DURATION 

 
approx. 3.5 minutes 

 
TEXT 

 
 
I saw a star slide down the sky, 
Blinding the north as it went by, 
Too burning and too quick to hold, 
Too lovely to be bought or sold, 
Good only to make wishes on 
And then forever to be gone 

       —Sara Teasdale 
 
 

PROGRAM NOTE 
 

The piece illustrates the text with the music. A high soprano line falls, both with a shifting 
tetrachord pattern and with a glissando. This downward scale falls throughout the piece. It’s 

a short piece, as fleeting as the star it describes. 
 

The Falling Star was premiered by Harmonia Chamber Singers on October 25, 2024 in 
Orchard Park, New York, with Peter Blanford conducting.  

 
ABOUT THE COMPOSER 

 
Caroline Mallonee is an award-winning composer originally from Baltimore, Maryland. First 
rising to national prominence at age 14 with The Carolers At My Door, Mallonee has won the 
ASCAP/Morton Gould Young Composers Award, Yale Glee Club’s Emerging Composers 
Competition, Ft. Myers Mastersingers Prize, and the Institute for Choral Creativity 
Competition. She has been commissioned by the Baltimore Choral Arts Society, the Young 
People’s Chorus of New York City, the Cecilia Chorus of New York, and A Prairie Home 
Companion, among others. Now based in Buffalo, NY, she sings professionally in Vocális 
Chamber Choir and Harmonia Chamber Singers. She is the director of the Walden School 
Creative Musicians Retreat, a week-long festival for composers and improvisers held in New 
Hampshire each June. She holds degrees from Harvard University, Yale University, and 
Duke University, and was a Fulbright Scholar to the Netherlands in 2005.  
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