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CIRCUMNAVIGATION!OF!THE!WORLD!by!Walt!Whitman!

O!Soul,!I!with!thee!and!thou!with!me!!

Thy!circumnavigation!of!the!world!begin!!

Of!man,!the!voyage!of!his!mind's!return!to!reason's!early!paradise!!

Back,!back,!back,!back,!back!to!wisdom's!birth,!to!innocent!intuitions,!!

Again!with!fair!creation.!!

O!we!can!wait!no!longer,!!

Joyous!we!launch!out!on!trackless!seas,!!

Fearless!of!unknown!shores!on!waves!of!ecstasy!to!sail,!!

Amid!the!wafting!winds,!

Chanting!our!chant!of!pleasant!exploration.!!

O!earth!and!sky!!Of!you!O!waters!of!the!sea!!!

O!winding!creeks!and!rivers!!Of!you!O!woods!and!fields!!

Of!you!strong!mountains!of!my!land!!!

Of!you!O!prairies!!Of!you!grey!rocks!!!

O!morning!red!!O!clouds!!O!rain!O!day!and!night!!!

Sail!forth—!steer!for!the!deep!waters!only,!!

O!my!brave!soul!!O!farther,!farther!sail!!!

Are!they!not!all!the!seas!of!God?!!

O!farther!sail!!O!farther,!farther!sail!!

—!
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CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE WORLDCIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE WORLD
for Ted Mitchell

JEFFREY BERNSTEIN (ASCAP)

text by Walt Whitman from Passage to India (1871)
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