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KOJO!NO!TSUKI!Japanese!Folk!Song!

Flowery!feast!in!spring!high!up!in!the!castle!
Cups!were!passed!around,!with!moonlight!reflected!on!the!surface!of!sake!
The!moonlight!shone!through!the!old!pine!branches!
Where!is!that!old!moonlight!now?!
Encampment!in!autumn!was!white,!covered!in!frost!
A!number!of!geese!honked!as!they!flew!across!the!sky!
The!moonlight!shone!onto!the!swords!thrust!upright!into!the!ground!
Where!is!that!old!moonlight!now?!
Now!at!midnight!the!moon!is!right!above!
For!whom!does!it!shine!like!in!the!past?!
Nothing!remains!on!the!rampart!but!some!ivy!
Nothing!to!hear!but!the!rustle!of!pine!branches!in!the!storm!
Up!in!the!sky!the!moon!and!the!stars!remain!unchanged!
But!in!this!earthly!life!rises!and!falls!come!and!go!
Does!the!moon!hang!there!to!reflect!those!changes?!

—!

Jeffrey! Bernstein! is! a! CaliforniaLbased! composer,! conductor,! pianist! and!
educator.! He! is! founding! director! of! the! Pasadena! Master! Chorale! and!
artistic!director!of!the!Los!Angeles!Daiku!and!was!for!eleven!years!director!
of!choral!music!at!Occidental!College.!Bernstein!holds!music!degrees!from!
Harvard,! Yale! and! UCLA.! He! has! led! choirs! on! fourteen! tours! of! four!
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for the Los Angeles Daiku, with affection and thanks

arr. JEFFREY BERNSTEIN (ASCAP)
melody by TAKI RENTARO

lyrics by DOI BANSUI

KOJO NO TSUKI
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Flowery feast in spring high up in the castle
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Cups were passed around, with moonlight reflected on the surface of sake
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The moonlight shone through the old pine branches
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Where is that old moonlight now?
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Encampment in autumn was white, covered in frost
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A number of geese honked as they flew across the sky
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The moonlight shone onto the swords thrust upright into the ground
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Where is that old moonlight now?
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Now at midnight the moon is right above
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For whom does it shine like in the past?
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Nothing remains on the rampart but some ivy
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Nothing to hear but the rustle of pine branches in the storm
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Up in the sky the moon and the stars remain unchanged
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But in this earthly life rises and falls come and go
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Does the moon hang there to reflect those changes?
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Ah! the midnight moon over the ruined castle
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