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Richard Dudas
                                   

SONATA FOR CLARINET AND PIANO

I. Andantino
II. Andante

III. Allegro giocoso

Sonata for Clarinet and Piano is dedicated to all my clarinetist friends, from A to Z, from those wondrous years 
at the Liszt Ferenc Zenem!vészeti F!iskola in Budapest and at the University of  California, Berkeley:  

Adrian, David, Jutta, Lajos, Peter, Rane, Susanna, Zsuzsa

The first movement is cast formally as a traditional sonata movement, although harmonically it makes forays into key 
centers quite remote from its structural centers of gravity, based on Db. The second movement is a contemplative aria 
for the clarinet with a hint of that mid-20th century “Americana” feel. In spite of its apparent modal harmony, it is 
primarily dodecaphonic  writing! The third movement is a playful rondo, owing more to the rondeaux of Couperin and 
earlier instrumental consort music (in particular the dance music of the Renaissance, with its myriad syncopations, 
hemiola and polyrhythms) than to the usual 19th century rondo. 

Although this work is intended for professional clarinetists, those passages which go into high registers have  
been provided with slightly easier ossia measures in order to make the piece more accessible to advanced 
student performers. Accidentals hold through the bar, although in some places some cautionary accidentals 
have been added for clarity.

Richard Dudas is an American composer of contemporary classical art music. In addition to composing 
music for acoustic instruments, he has been actively involved with music technology since the late 1980s. As 
a computer musician, he has taught courses at IRCAM, and developed musical tools for Cycling ’74. Since 
2007 he has been teaching music composition and computer music at Hanyang University in Seoul, Korea.
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