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THE LLAND WHERE I WAS BORN

Oh the land where I was born, it calls to me.
And I know when I am home
When I can hear the talking of the sea.

The waves crash down on my molten sand of gold.
The wind is sweet in ambience, though I taste the salt.
And I'm dreaming of my youthful days, of carefree splashes and sun
And I know when I am home by the talking of the sea.

Come eve sometimes the harsh wind stings my eye.
It’s through these tears that I know I am so alive.
And I’'m dreaming of my youthful days of sheltering from the storm
And I know when I am home, back in the land where I was born.

The talking of the sea where I was born.
The waves are crashing, crashing down.
The talking of the sea where I was born.

Oh the land where I was born, it calls to me.
And I know when I am home
When I can hear the talking of the sea.
The land where 1 was born.

My home island of Guernsey is beautiful - 26 square miles of rugged cliffs, golden sands and
surrounded by the (often turbulent) sea. A wonderful inspiration for this piece, the first I ever
wrote for choir. Key features are the rolling piano accompaniment representing the ever constant
tidal force of the sea, the ‘fog-horn motif’ as sung by the men, and the gorgeous high soaring
soprano solo. This piece was originally premiered by the Guernsey Glee Singers at St James
Concert Hall, Guernsey in 2007. Later that same year they took it to the Praga Cantat Festival in
Prague, Czech Republic.
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