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Neale’s text presents the Nativity of Christ in
poetic metaphorical images that suggest more
nearly a carol than a hymn. The three stanzas
are parallel in structure but different in mood,
which offers the basis of the musical setting.

NOTE: The word “every” is deliberately set as three syllables
and “alleluia” as five. This has to do with the rhythm and
should not be changed in performance. 
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