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1. Hear Me, O Lord

The liturgical day begins with the service of Vespers at sunset. After the
introductory psalm and prayers, the choir sings the first two verses of Psalm
140 (141), asking that prayers ascend to the Lord like rising clouds of incense,
while the priest or deacon incenses the altar, the icons, and the assémbled
worshipers.

2. O Gladsome Light

Carrying candles, incense, and the Gospel Book, the priest, deagény and servers
make the “Entrance,” a procession from the side door of the icon#screen to the
Royal Doors in its center. The deacon cries “Wisdom¥and the choir sings this
ancient evening hymn to the Triune God, preserved in metrical form in many
present-day hymnals.

3. Graciously Keep Us, Ou«.ord

This hymn, usually read or chanted by,a reader, follows the Entrance, Scripture
readings, and a litany. Psalm verses of, tfust and praise lead to an ancient
doxology the text of which goes back t0 at least the 4™ Century in Greek.
Employed in the Western monasticias well as the Byzantine liturgies, it ascribes
praise, song, and glory to Ged:

44 Canticle of Simeon

Near the end of the service, the choir sings the words of Simeon (Luke 2: 29-
32) on beholding the infant Jesus at the Temple, fulfilling the prophesy that he
would see the"MeSsialt before his death. As Simeon is now free to leave the
Temple, so"théyworshipers, recognizing the evening light as a symbol of the
glory of God, now also may depart to their homes to prepare for the coming
day.
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Four Pieces from Byzantine Vespers
1. Hear Me, O Lord

Psalm 140 (141) 1-2, tr. A. D. Anthony Doherty
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Hear Me, O Lord
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2. O Gladsome Light

Greek, 3rd c. tr. A.D. Anthony Doherty
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3. Graciously Keep Us, O Lord

Composite, adapted by A. D. Anthony Doherty
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Graciously Keep Us, O Lord
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JI I-
1
e 02 8
bim .
L 3 O
I S 4
—
pmJ o B =
e\ = o
=
S
4
.. .. -
. el Jf o . 2
ol BT 5 Y o
mii = =
o
T T T =
P an Pan | T
o o N %
mw Plim mw |
i = = N
1 P an 1
] f y .m
e _ it g
=
] 1 1 B m
5]
| >
| | 1 |l 1 | 1] Gy
@]
=
1 | | 1 | || 0
* z
I . i
| | \ k=
(5]
| | 80
1 1 11 [+
|
| | MM. | | MM. L1 . . M
| = = { A =4
Ay iy X E Xy = X
N
=N N N SN NE S
\ \
1 1
T —N S —
1%5) w < 1%5) w

glo

- I'y,

To you is due praise; to you is due song; to

30

dl I

1—1

)




Graciously Keep Us, O Lord
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4. Canticle of Simeon N

Luke 2: 29-32, tr. A. D. Anthony Doherty
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