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This beautiful text is sung during the Byzantine
Divine Liturgy in conjunction with the Great
Entrance procession with the Gifts (the bread and
wine for Holy Communion). Choral settings are also
used as motets or anthems in churches of the
Western tradition as well as in choral concerts.

Áãßá Óïößá (Haghia Sophia), meaning Holy
Wisdom, is the name of the great patriarchal
cathedral in Constantinople (modern Istanbul,
Turkey), turned into a mosque by the Ottoman
Turks and now a museum.
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Byzantine Liturgy

NOTE: The repeat between Rehearsal Numbers 1 and 2 is only to allow for extra 
time if needed during the Byzantine Divine Liturgy.  For use as a motet or anthem 
no repeat is necessary.
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