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William Campbell 

Veni, Redemptor (Come, Redeemer) 
for SATB Chorus 
 
 
Commissioned by Richard Geiger for the Academy for the Study of St. Ambrose of Milan 

"Veni, Redemptor (Come, Redeemer)" is a new composition based on a hymn written in the 4th Century by 
St. Ambrose of Milan.  The hymn was originally titled, "Intende qui regis Israel," and the words invite Christ's 
presence into this world through the mystery of the Virgin Mary in explicitly trinitarian language.  It is 
traditionally sung in the season of Advent.  The music sounds very much like what we would consider to be 
a chant, but in a style that was specific to Ambrose, and came to be known as Milanese or Ambrosian in 
style.  This chant style is still practiced in Milan today.    

I folded the original melody and words of St. Ambrose into my music as foundational material, adding 
harmony parts, new melodic material, and changing the key at a couple points.  The original melody is 
always present even as other parts are added to it, and my hope is that these parts add to the meaning of the 
text, and add interest for our contemporary sensibilities.  It is composed for the standard four chorus parts of 
soprano, alto, tenor, bass. To stay true to the prayerful nature of the words, it starts out quite slow and quiet 
with the women invoking the chant as sung by the men of the choir.  The music gradually builds and 
reaches its high point during two separate verses about the light of God shining and shimmering.  For this 
music all the voices are high in their range, particularly the sopranos.  The music fades away and ends with 
a recasting of the chant and a final Amen sung by all. 
 

1.    Veni, Redemptor gentium;    
 Ostende partum virginis;  

Miretur omne saeculum.  
Talis decet partus Deo.  
 

2. Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit, You are still 
The Word of God in flesh arrayed, 
The promised Fruit to man displayed. 
 

3. The virgin's honor still remains 
Yet from within her the womb swells. 
Virtue's standards shine and shimmer 
God within his temple ever dwells. 

 

4. Procedit e thalamo suo, 
Pudoris aulo regia, 
Geminae gigans substantiae 
Alacris ut currat viam. 
 

5. O equal to the Father, Thou! 
Gird on Thy fleshly mantle now; 
The weakness of our mortal state 
With deathless might invigorate. 
 

6. Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
And darkness breathe a newer light, 
Where endless faith shall shine serene, 
And twilight never intervene 

 
 7. Sit Christe Rex piissime, 
  tibi Patrique gloria, 
  cum Spiritu Paraclito, 
  in sempiterna saecula. Amen. 

 
Duration: approximately 5’40” 
 
 
 

Music copyright © 2014 by William Campbell. www.WilliamCampbellMusic.com 
ASCAP.  All Rights Reserved. 

Available from Swirly Music at www.SwirlyMusic.com 
Catalogue Number WCL-007 
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Veni Redemptor ("Come Redeemer")
for SATB Chorus

William Campbell
Original hymn & words, St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397)

English Trans. John Mason Neale & William Campbell

Copyright © 2014 William Campbell Music.  All Rights Reserverd.
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..œœ jœœn œœ œœ jœœ ‰Œ .œ Jœ œ œ œ œ
Œ ..œœ Jœœn œœ œœ œœ œœf

f

f

f

f

- -

- -

- -

- - - -

-

-

-

-
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&

&

V
?

&
?

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

43

43

43

43

43

43

S

A

T

B

66 .œ jœn œ œ jœ ‰
shine for ev er

.œ Jœ œ œ Jœ

Œ .œ jœ œ œ œ œ
shine for ev er

Œ .œ Jœ œ œ œ œ
shine for ev er

Œ .œ Jœ œ œ œ œ
shine for ev er

..œœ jœœn œœ œœ jœœ ‰Œ .œ Jœ œ œ œ œ
Œ ..œœ Jœœ œœ œœ œœ œœF

F

F
F

F

˙ œ œ œ œ
shine for ev er

˙ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ ˙

shine for ev er

Œ œ œ œ œ Œ
shine for ev er

Œ œn œ œ œ Œ
shine for ev er

˙̇ œœ œœ œœ œœŒ œ œ œ ˙
Œ œœn œœ œœ œœ ŒP

P

P

P

P
- - - -

- -

- - - -

- -

- -

- -

&

&

V
?

&
?

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

bb

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

68 Œ ‰ Jœ œ œ
Through all our

Œ ‰ jœ œn œ
Through all our

.˙
Through

.˙
Through

.˙
Œ ‰ jœœ œ œ

Jœ œn œ
.˙ ..˙̇

œ œ œ œ
fears in the

˙ œ œ œ
fears in the

.˙ œ œ
the

.˙ œn
the

œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ
˙ œ œ œ˙ œ œn

wU
night.

w#U
night.

wU
night.

wU
night.

wUw#U

ww
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&

&
?

bb

bb

bb

S

A

B

71 w
Ah

w
Ah

!

Rubato; flowing chant

T All men:

p

p
W œ œ œ œn

W œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .˙ Œ

Sit Chri ste Rex pi is si me,

P
- - - -

&

&
?

bb

bb

bb

S

A

B

73 W œ œ œ œn
(Ah)

W œ œ œ œ
(Ah)

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .˙ Œ
ti bi Pa tri que glo ri a,

T

W œ œn œ œ

W œ œ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .˙ Œ
cum Spi ri tu Pa ra cli to,- - - - - - - - - -

&
&
V
?

bb

bb

bb

bb

S

A

T

B

75 W ˙ œ ˙ ˙ ,
(Ah)

W œ ˙ œ ˙ œ
,

(Ah)

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .w
in sem pi ter na sae cu la.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ .w
in sem pi ter na sae cu la.

.˙ .U̇
A men.

.˙ .˙
U

A men.

.˙, œ ˙nU
A men.

.˙, .˙
A men.

"

"
"
"- - - - -

- - - - -

-

-

-

-
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