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Program notes:

Aesop, a fabulist or writer of fables, lived in Greece in the 6th century B.C. This spirited concert work for
woodwind quintet and narrator recounts five of Aesop’s well-loved tales. The stories come to life through
vivid music and expressive narration. Each fable has two main characters, musically represented by a
particular pair of the woodwind quintet instruments; and of course, each of Aesop’s Fables concludes with
its timeless and well-known lesson.
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Notes to performers:
All trills begin on the principal note and on the beat. Auxilliary notes are indicated.

The five fables are told by both the music and the narration. The two main characters in each tale are
musically represented by a unique pairing of instruments; thus, each instrument is featured twice
throughout the five movements. In addition to the normal musical markings (tempos, dynamics, slurs,
articulations, etc.), the instrumental parts also show character or mood markings, in italic, to better help the
players reflect the emotional content of their various phrases.

The narration part is designed to be spoken in sync with the music, and should be delivered with vivid,
dynamic vocal inflection. The narrator’s part shows a two staff piano-like reduction of the instrumental
score, with arrows to indicate the specific timing for the start of each phrase. And, to be heard well, the
narrator should be amplified.
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Aesop’s Fables

woodwind quintet and narrator

Rebecca Oswald
I. The Ant and the Grasshopper
(featuring the oboe as the Ant and the bassoon as the Grasshopper)
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“Why don’t you stop and sing with me,” the Grasshopper said,

“instead of struggling and straining like that?”
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“I am gathering food
for the winter,” said the Ant,
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“and I suggest that
you do so as well.”
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But the Ant continued on

with his toil.
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t Soon the Grasshopper was dying
of hunger, for he had no food.
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Yet day after day he watched the ants feasting
on their summer stores of grain and corn.
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I Too late the Grasshopper realized
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II. The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse

(featuring the clarinet as the Town Mouse and the flute as the Country Mouse)
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coarse and common,
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I but he offered them freely.

Beans and rice, bread and cheese were all

the Country Mouse had to share,
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The Town Mouse looked down his long nose
at the simple meal before him, and said,
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there is nothing else
to eat in the country.
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but
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will show you the good life!
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Soon you will wonder how you could ever

have been content in the country.

1

ROM-9902



ot LT o

-

—

Aesop’s Fables

animated
2

| fan Y

14

I/
%
I/
/1
%

T~

/\

I

b

o LT
u #
o
" "
LT e
LT

A

A
Straightaway thé two mice

set out fogtown,

y 0
animated
y

—

et
174

13

arriving at the Town Mouse’s estate

in the middle of the night.
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said the courtéous TowndMouse,
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to a spacious dining hall.

and he led his cousin
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and soon the two mice were feasting on pastries
and sweetmeats and all manner of good things.
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“Dogs?!” the Country Mouse exclaimed.
“That is not a pleasant song with dinner!”
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Aesop’s Fables

III. The Hare and the Tortoise

(featuring the oboe as the Hare and the horn as the Tortoise)
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Once, the Harefwas bragging to the other animals

about how quicklythe could run.
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“Never have I been beaten,” he said,
“when I run at my top speed.
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The Tortoise quietly spoke up:
“I accept your challenge.”
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any one of you to a race.”
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“I could run circles around you the whole way.

“What a joke!” the Hare laughed.
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and the race
began.

1

So they agreed
on a course

1

I “Let’s just' race.”
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Immediately the Hare sprinted away,
over hill and dale, clean out of sight.
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But soon, out of scorn
for the Tortoise,
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the Hare stopped
and lay down to take a nap.
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" and plodded along.

t Now the Tortoise plodded along,
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Eventually the Hare woke from his nap and saw the Tortoise neagthe finish line.

But the Hare could not run fast enough to overtake him!
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IV. The Wind and the Sun
(featuring the clarinet as the Wind and the bassoon as the Sun)
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All at once they saw.
a traveler approaching.

1

o] o[
QN
! | W
o
Wl = s NN
i
! > I W V1
.
Ml p.mJ 1 fmJ >/, "l
o o NaN
I o« ol
n . K
] ] Q!
I A\
| o |l N ol
L) 8
111 L ] [ 18
ﬁ T/ \ ik
el e
Q]
ANEL ) N &
L) / / [ InNE
N
: — e
7¢ l
T77e ||7 ||
o/ NI
' i v
< | s
TN v On
e NG e

sfp

sfp

shall be considered

the stronger.

1

The Sun said, “Here is a way to settle our dispute.
Whichever of us can make that traveler remove his coat
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while the Wind blew with all his might

upon the traveler.

I But with each gust he blew,
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I I gave up I
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soon so hot

1

beaming in radiant splendor

upon the traveler,
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KINDNESS IS MORE EFFECTIVE

THAN SEVERITY.
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that he removed

his coat.
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34 Aesop’s Fables
V. The Lion and the Mouse
(featuring the horn as the Lion and the flute as the Mouse)
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on top of him.
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and opened his enormous
mouth to eat him alive.

1

He caught the little Mouse

in his giant paw
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Sure enough,
the Lion awoke!
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“If you would pardon me this once, I shall always remember it.

“Forgive me, your Majesty,” cried the little Mouse,
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Maybe I can return the favor someday.”

And who knows?
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The Lion roared with laughter to think that the
little Mouse would ever be able to help him!
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his paw
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by hunters
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They fied him,toa tree and went to find a cart

on whieli'to carry him.

1

who wanted to sell him

to the circus.
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About then the little Mouse

was passing by,
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So the Mouse scampered up and quickly chewed
through the ropes binding the King of Beasts.
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t The Lion was free!
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I “What did I tell you?” “ALITTLE FRIEND
the little Mouse said. CAN BE A GREAT FRIEND.”
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