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Rebecca Oswald

Three Songs of the Soul

I. The Soul’s Devotion at the Rebirth of Life
SATB a cappella with divisi

Program notes:

The Soul’s Devotion at the Rebirth of Life is the first in a choral set entitled Three Songs of the Soul. Jan 
Luyken (1649-1712), a native of Amsterdam, lived a secluded life as a poet, artist, and engraver. The 
English translations of these three poems (Frank J. Warnke, tr.) first appeared in the Winter 1958 issue of 
Comparative Literature (Volume 10:1). In this choral setting, the melodies and harmonies aspire to express 
the meaning and beauty of the poet’s metaphysical ideals. Within lightly extended tonality which develops 
throughout the piece via expanding and contracting harmonic progressions and modulations, each voice has 
its own lyrical life.

The engraving on the cover, “De Musikant,” is from Het Mensylek Bedryf, a collection of engravings made in the studio of 
Johannes Luiken (another spelling of Jan Luyken) and his son Caspaares (Caspar). and was published in Amsterdam in 1694.

Requests:

(1) Please report all U.S. performances of this work to BMI (classical@bmi.com) and to me 
(rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com) by emailing a JPG or PDF of a program, flyer, poster, or ticket 
showing the title of my programmed work(s) and my name (Rebecca Oswald). 

(2) Similarly, please report all non-U.S. performances to the host country’s national performance 
rights organization, to BMI (classical@bmi.com), and to me (rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com).

Many thanks! I hope you and your choir enjoy singing The Soul’s Devotion at the Rebirth of Life.

— Rebecca Oswald
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The Soul’s Devotion at the Rebirth of Life

When the seedlet died in the lap of earth, 
And seemed forgotten and forlorn,

The flower came to green rebirth,
From death to life as newly born.

From gloomy earth to the lovely light,
To give its hue and scent to all,

With heaven’s face to greet its sight,
While dew and sunshine on it fall.

So grows the new and lovely creature,
Then goes to death of its own will,

To death and the grave; the taste is bitter,
But its dying yields a green life still,

A flower in Paradise so fair,
Though unseen by a blinded race,

It exhales to God its fragrance rare,
In the host of angels takes its place.

O dearest Jesus! Eternal good!
How ardently I long to be

A flower on your rose-deck’t head,
Where never withering may be!

My Lord, my Jesus, make me strive
To long for death while yet alive.

Jan Luyken
English translation by Frank J. Warnke
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