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Rebecca Oswald

Three Songs of the Soul

III. The Soul Contemplates the Creator In the Creation
SATB a cappella with divisi and boy soprano obligato

Program notes:

The Soul Contemplates the Creator In the Creation is the third in a choral set entitled Three Songs of the 
Soul. Jan Luyken (1649-1712), a native of Amsterdam, lived a secluded life as a poet, artist, and engraver. 
The English translations of these three poems (Frank J. Warnke, tr.) first appeared in the Winter 1958 issue 
of Comparative Literature (Volume 10:1). In this choral setting, the melodies and harmonies aspire to 
express the meaning and beauty of the poet’s metaphysical ideals. Within lightly extended tonality which 
develops throughout the piece via expanding and contracting harmonic progressions and modulations, each 
voice has its own lyrical life.

The engraving on the cover, “De Musikant,” is from Het Mensylek Bedryf, a collection of engravings made in the studio of 
Johannes Luiken (another spelling of Jan Luyken) and his son Caspaares (Caspar). and was published in Amsterdam in 1694.

Requests:

(1) Please report all U.S. performances of this work to BMI (classical@bmi.com) and to me 
(rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com) by emailing a JPG or PDF of a program, flyer, poster, or ticket 
showing the title of my programmed work(s) and my name (Rebecca Oswald). 
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Many thanks! I hope you and your choir enjoy singing The Soul Contemplates the Creator In the Creation.
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The Soul Contemplates the Creator In the Creation

I saw the beauty and the sweetness of all things,
 And said: “How fair you are!” Then heard an answer clear:
“Indeed we are, but He from whom our beauty springs
 Is a thousand times more sweet, a thousand times more fair.”
And that Thou art, my Dearest, the goal of my desire!
 If a lily here on earth is fair, and white, and clean,
What must, eternal Good, Lord of all things and higher,
 What must the whiteness be of Thy purity serene?
So lovely is the scarlet of the roses here below,
 Glistening with pearls as the morning sun doth greet them,
How must the scarlet of Thy majesty then glow!
 If violets smell sweet each time we bend to meet them,
As the little western wind blows softly through the field
 (I’ve marked it many times in the mornings fresh and cool),
What then the sweetness that Thy kindly mouth must yield, 
 What blessèd odours sweet through Paradise must roll.
If here the Sun appears, a bridegroom richly dressed,
 So fairly shining down on the beauties of the day,
What must Thy countenance be, so beautiful and blest!
 O God, my dearest Love, I would see Thee without stay!

Jan Luyken
English translation by Frank J. Warnke
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English translation by Frank J. Warnke
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that Thy

˙ œ
that Thy

˙ œ
that

œ œ œ
that Thy

˙̇ œœ
œ œœ œœ

P

f

f

f

f

œ œ œ
kind ly

œ œ œ
kind ly

œ œ œ#
Thy kind ly

œ œ œ
kind ly

œœ œœ œœ
œœ œœ

œœ#

œ ˙
mouth must

˙ œ#
mouth must

˙ œ
mouth must

œ ˙
mouth must

œ̇ œ œ#
˙ œœ ˙

œ Œ œ
yield, What

œ Œ œ œ
yield, What

œ Œ œ
yield, What

œ Œ œ œ
yield, What

œœ Œ œœ œ
œœ Œ œœ œ

p

F

F

F

F

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&
?

#

#

#

#

#

#

44

44

44

44

44

44

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #

S

A

T

B

93

œ œ# œ
bless èd o

œ# œ œ
bless èd o

œ œ# œ
bless èd o

œ œ œ#
bless èd o

93

œœ# œœ# œœ
œœ œœ# œ

œ ˙
dours

œ ˙#
dours

œ ˙
dours

œ ˙
dours

œœ ˙̇̇#
œ ˙

Jœ# ‰ œ œ œ#
sweet through Par a

jœ ‰ œ# œ œ
sweet through Par a

Jœ# ‰ œ œ œ
sweet through Par a

Jœ# ‰ œ œ œ#
sweet through Par a

jœœ# ‰ œ œœ œœ#
Jœœ## ‰ œœ œœ œœ#

P p

f F

f F

f F

f F

œ# œ# œ œ#
dise must

˙# œ œ#
dise must

˙ ˙#
dise must

˙ ˙
dise must

œ# œ# œœ œœ##
˙̇ ˙̇#

w
roll.

w#
roll.

w
roll.

w
roll.

ww#
ww

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -
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&

&

&

V
?

&
?

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

Obl.

S

A

T

B

98 Œ œ .œ jœ
If here the

Œ œ .œ jœ
If here the

Œ œ .œ jœ
If here the

Œ œ .œ jœ
If here the

Œ œ .œ Jœ
If here the

98 Œ œœ ..œœ jœœ
Œ œœ ..œœ Jœœ

f

f

f

f

Obligato: solo boy soprano or similar voice — just barely heard above the choir, like an overtone.F

f

.œ jœ .œ Jœ
Sun ap pears, a

.œ jœ .œ Jœ
Sun ap pears, a

.œ jœ .œ jœ
Sun ap pears, a

.œ Jœ .œ Jœ
Sun ap pears, a

.œ Jœ .œ Jœ
Sun ap pears, a

..œœ jœœ ..œœ jœœ

..œœ Jœœ
..œœ Jœœ

œ ˙
bride groom

œ ˙
bride groom

œ ˙
bride groom

œœ ˙̇
bride groom

œ ˙
bride groom

œœœ ˙̇
œœœ ˙̇̇

˙ œ
rich ly

˙ œ
rich ly

œ œ œ
rich ly

˙̇ œœ
rich ly

˙ œ
rich ly

œœ œ œœ
˙̇̇ œœœ

.
ḋressed,

.˙
dressed,

.
ḋressed,

..˙̇
dressed,

.˙
dressed,

..˙̇

...˙̇̇

.˙

.˙

.˙

..˙̇

.˙

..˙̇

...˙̇̇

-

-

-

- - -

- -

- -

- -

- - -

&
&
&

V
?

&
?

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #
# # # #
# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

Obl.

S

A

T

B

104 Œ
Ṡo

Œ ˙
So

Œ ˙
So

Œ œ œ
So

Œ ˙
So

104 Œ ˙̇
Œ œ̇ œ

˙ œ
fair ly

˙ œ
fair ly

œ œ œ
fair ly

˙ œ
fair ly

˙ œ
fair ly

œ̇ œ œœ
˙̇ œœ

œ ˙
shin ing

˙ œ œ
shin ing

œ œ œ
shin ing

˙ œ
shin ing

œ œ œ
shin ing

œœ œ̇ œœ œ
œ̇ œ œœ

œ œ œ
down on the

˙ œ œ
down on the

˙˙ œ œ
down on the

œ œ œ œ
down on the

˙ œ œ
down on the

œ̇̇ œ œœœ œœœœœ̇ œ œœ œœ

œ# œ œ œ
beau ties of the

œ œ œ œ
beau ties of the

œ œœ œœ# œ
beau ties of the

œ# œ œ œ
beau ties of the

œ œ œ œ#
beau ties of the

œœœœ## œœœœ œœœ
œ

œ œœ œœœ# œœœ#

w
day,

w
day,

ww
day,

w
day,

w
day,

ww
www

- -

- -

-

- -

- -

- -

-

-

-

-
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&

&

&

V
?

&
?

# # # #

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

# # # #
# # # #

# # # #

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

Obl.

S

A

T

B

110 !

Œ œ .œn jœ
What must Thy

Œ œ .œn jœ
What must Thy

Œ œ .œn jœ
What must Thy

Œ œ .œ jœn
What must Thy

110 Œ œœ ..œœnn jœœ
Œ œœ ..œœ jœœn

Œ œ œ œn
What must You

˙ œ œ œ
coun te nance

˙n œ œ œ
coun te nance

˙n œ œ œn
coun te nance

˙n œ œn œn
coun te nance

œ œ œ œœœn˙n œ œœ
˙̇nn œœ œœn œœn

P .œ ‰ œn
be, so

.œn ‰ œ
be, so

.œn ‰ œ
be, so

.œ ‰ œ
be, so

.œn ‰ œ
be, so

...œœœnn ‰ œœœn
˙̇n œœ

F

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

œ œ œn
beau ti ful

œn œn œ
beau ti ful

œn œ œ
beau ti ful

œ œn œ
beau ti ful

œn œ œ
beau ti ful

œœœnn œœœn œœœn
œœn œœn œœ

œ ˙
and

œ ˙
and

œ œn œ
and

œ œn œ
and

œ ˙n
and

œœœ ˙̇œn œ
œœ œn ˙n œ

.œ ‰ œ
blest! O

.œ ‰ œ œn
blest! O

.œn ‰ œn
blest! O

..œœn ‰ œ
blest! O

..œœnn ‰ œ œ
blest! O

..œœ ‰ œœœœn œn

rœn

.....
œœœœœnnn ‰ œ œ

"

P

P

P

P

P

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

- -

&
&
&

V
?

&
?

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

# # # #
# # # #
# # # #

44

44

44

44

44

44
44

Obl.

S

A

T

B

116 ˙n Jœ ‰
God,

˙ jœ ‰
God,

˙n jœ ‰
God,

˙ Jœ ‰
God,

˙ jœ ‰
God,

116 ˙̇̇nn
jœœœ ‰

˙̇
J
œœ ‰

.˙
my

.˙
my

.˙
my.˙n
my.˙
my

...˙̇̇

..˙̇n

œ ˙
dear est

œn ˙
dear est

œ ˙
dear est

œn ˙
dear est

œ ˙
dear est

œœœn ˙̇̇
œœn ˙̇

.˙
Love,

.˙
Love,

.˙
Love,.˙
Love,.˙
Love,

..˙̇

..˙̇

Œ œ œn œ
I would see

Œ œ œn œ
I would see

Œ œ œn œ
I would see

Œ œ œn œ
I would see

Œ œ œ œ
I would see

Œ œœ œœnn œœ
Œ œ œ œ

riten.#
p
p

p
p

riten.

p

˙ œ œ
Thee with out

˙ œ œ
Thee with out

˙ œ œ
Thee with out

˙ œ œ
Thee with out˙ œ œ
Thee with out

˙̇ œœœ œœ
˙ œœ œœœ

wU
stay!

wU
stay!

wU
stay!

wU
stay!

ww
U

stay!

www
U

rœ
www

U

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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