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Program notes: 

The Spanish word cabeceo means “a nod of the head”. Dos Cabeceos highlights the exchange of cabaceos
at milongas, Argentine tango social dances. At milongas, tangos are usually played in sets, or tandas, of 
three songs during which dancers don’t change partners. Between the tandas, however, there are cortinas, 
typically 20 to 30 seconds of non-tango music during which dancers may, and often do, change partners. 
During a cortina, when two potential partners meet eyes, a subtle, silent nod of the head offered by one and 
matched by the other signifies the invitation to dance and the acceptance of that invitation. In exchanging 
their two cabaceos, even from across the room, an unspoken understanding has occurred between the 
dancers who then join each other on the dance floor. 

Dos Cabeceos explores the dynamic atmosphere of Argentine tango milongas, including the moments 
when dancers invite and accept dance invitations by exchanging small, potent nods of the head. Three slow, 
expressive passages of complex harmonic colors alternate with two active, intense musical episodes 
evocative of the sultry tango musical idiom.

Requests:

(1) Please report all U.S. performances of this work to BMI (classical@bmi.com) and to me 
(rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com) by emailing a JPG or PDF of a program, flyer, poster, or ticket 
showing the title of my programmed work(s) and my name (Rebecca Oswald). 

(2) Similarly, please report all non-U.S. performances to the host country’s national performance 
rights organization, to BMI (classical@bmi.com), and to me (rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com).

Many thanks! I hope you and your ensemble enjoy playing Dos Cabeceos.

— Rebecca Oswald

Rebecca Oswald
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œœœ### > œ œ# œœ# > œ .œ# ®œ œ œ œ œ œn œn œ œ œn œ œ œn œn

...œœœ>
œœœ>

œœœ œœœ# ...œœœb œœœ œœœ œœœb

f F

f F

f F

f F

d d d d d d
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œœ# œ œ œ# œœn œn œ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œb œ œb œ œ œ œ œ

œœ> œ# œ œœ> œ# .œ
œœ> œb œ œœ> œb .œ

...œœœ>
œœœ>

œœœ œœ# ...œœœbb
œœœb œœœ œœ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

d d d d d d

˙̇# . .. .œœnb Rœb

œœ# œ# œ œ# œœnb œ œn œn

œ œ œ œ œ œ# œ œ œb œ œb œn œ œ œ œ

œœ## > œ œ œœ## > œ .œ
œn > œb œ œn œ œ œ œn œb œ œn œ œ

...œœœ>
œœœ>

œœœ œœ# ...œœœbb
œœœœb œœœœ œœ

f F

f F

f F

f F

d d d d d d
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68 œ œ# œ# œ
3

œ# œ œ ˙̇bn
˙̇# œ œn œ œ 3œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ# œ œb œb œb

...œœœ# œœ# - œœ œœ. ...œœœnb œœn - œœ œœ.
...œœœ

œœ# - œœ œœœ.
...œœœbbb œœ- œœ œœœ.

f

f

f

f

d d * d d *

œ œ œ# œ 3œ œ œ ˙̇n#
˙̇ œb œb œb œb 3œb œ œb

œ œ œ œ œb œb œb œb

..œœ# œœn - œœ œ. ...œœœbb œœ- œœ œ.

...œœœ
œœ# - œœ œœœ.

...œœœbbb œ- œ œœœ.

F P

F P

F P

F P

d d * d d *

ww#U

ww
U

wwbU

wwb
U

wwbU &

p
,

p
,

p
,

p
,

d *

&

&

?
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71 ww##! U

ww
! U

ww! U

‰ " R
œœœb .

" œœœ œœœbb ˙̇U̇

‰ " rœœœb . " œœœ œœœbb ˙˙̇nU

#
sul tasto ,

#
sul tasto ,

#
sul tasto ,

,
#

d

Ritenuto

ww! U

ww
! U

wwbb! U B

‰ " R
œœœb .

" œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇U

‰ " rœœœb . " œœœ œœœb ˙̇̇U ?

$

$

$

$
d

Œ œ! œ

Œ œ! œ

Œ œ! œ

&

&

p
norm.

legato

p
norm.

legato

p
norm.

legato

*

Lento, espressivo (q = c. 56)

˙̇#

˙

˙

œœ# . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ#
œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœp

..œœ ‰

.œ ‰

.œ ‰

˙˙˙#
˙̇
d
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œ! œ œ

œ! œ œ œ#

œœœ Œ
œœ Œ

p

p

p

*

˙

˙

˙

œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ#
œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ

Jœ ‰ œ! œ

Jœ ‰ œ! œ

Jœ ‰ œ! œ

˙˙˙
˙̇

p

p

p

d

œœ# œ# œ œb

œ œ œb

œ œ# œ œ#

œœœ Œ
œœ Œ

*

˙̇

œ# œ œ

.œ Jœ

œœ. " œœ. jœœ. ‰
œœ. " œœ. J

œœ. ‰
P

..œœ jœ

˙#

.œ jœ

œœ# . œœ. " œœ.
jœœ. ‰

œœb . œœ. " œœ. J
œœ. ‰

&

&

B

&
?

82 ˙̇#

˙̇

˙̇#

Œ ...œœœ œœœ
Œ ...œœœbb œœœ

P

P

P

p

d

poco a poco ritard. 

œœ Œ

œœ Œ

œœ Œ

˙̇̇
˙̇̇bb

˙̇#
!

˙̇##
!

˙̇# !

Œ ...œœœ# œœœ
Œ ...œœœ### œœœ

#

sul tasto

#

sul tasto

#
sul tasto

#

d*

œœ Œ

œœ Œ

œœ Œ

˙̇̇#
˙̇̇###

˙̇#
!

˙̇# !

˙̇# !

Œ œœœ
Œ œœœ###

$

$

$

$

d*

˙̇U

˙̇U

˙̇U

˙̇̇U

˙̇̇U

*
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