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Die Alster
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Program notes:

Oden und Lieder in fiinf Biichern, a collection of poems by prolific German poet Friedrich von Hagedorn
(1708-1754), was published in Hamburg, Germany in 1747. The fifth volume contains the six verse poem
Die Alster, the text of this choral work. The German language written and spoken in Hagedorn’s lifetime
preceded today’s codified, standardized German, hence the poem’s apparent anomalies of grammar,
spelling, and vocabulary. Hamburg, where Hagedorn lived, lies at the confluence of the Alster, the Elbe, and
the Bille rivers. In the poem, bargeworkers on the Alster river praise its charming, vivid qualities, while
mocking their counterparts who work on the Elbe. The sailors swoon at the sight of Hammonia, Hamburg’s
patron goddess, whose beautiful image has adorned the banks of the Alster in the heart of Hamburg for
centuries. From the Encyclopedia Brittanica Eleventh Edition (1910-1922): Hagedorn’s “...light and
graceful love-songs...with their undisguised joie de vivre, introduced a new note into the German lyric”
after the Thirty Years’ War. This choral setting of Die Alster uses harmonic language typical of Hagedorn’s
era. A rippling, undulating piano accompaniment underlies its cheerful melody in order that modern day
choral singers might yet share in Hagedorn’s Lebensfreude.

Requests:

(1) Please report all U.S. performances of this work to BMI (classical@bmi.com) and to me
(rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com) by emailing a JPG or PDF of a program, flyer, poster, or ticket
showing the title of my programmed work(s) and my name (Rebecca Oswald).

(2) Similarly, please report all non-U.S. performances to the host country’s national performance
rights organization, to BMI (classical@bmi.com), and to me (rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com).

Many thanks! I hope you and your choir enjoy singing Die Alster.

— Rebecca Oswald
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Die Alster

Befordrer vieler Lustbarkeiten,
Du angenehmer Alsterfluf}!
Du mehrest Hamburgs Seltenheiten
Und ihren frohlichen Genuf3.
Dir schallen zur Ehre,
Du spielende Fluth!
Die singenden Chore,
Der jauchzende Muth.

Der Elbe Schifffahrt macht uns reicher;

Die Alster lehrt gesellig seyn!

Durch jene fiillen sich die Speicher;
Auf dieser schmeckt der fremde Wein.
In treibenden Nachen

Schifft Eintracht und Lust,

Und Freyheit und Lachen

Erleichtern die Brust.

Das Ufer ziert ein Gang von Linden,
In dem wir holde Schonen sehn,
Die dort, wann Tag und Hitze schwinden,
Entziickend auf- und niedergehn.
Kaum haben vorzeiten
Die Nymphen der Jagd,
Dianen zur Seiten,
So reizend gelacht.

O siehst du jemals ohne Ergétzen,
Hammonia! des Walles Pracht,
Wann ihn die blauen Wellen netzen
Und jeder Friihling schoner macht?
Wann jenes Gestade,
Das Flora geschmiickt,
So manche Najade
Gefillig erblickt?

Ertont, ihr scherzenden Gesiinge,
Aus unserm Lustschiff um den Strand!
Den steifen Ernst, das Wortgepringe
Verweist die Alster auf das Land.

Du leeres Gewische,
Dem Menschenwitz fehlt,
O fahr in die Frosche;
Nur uns nicht gequiilt!

Hier lirmt, in Néchten voll Vergniigen,

Der Pauken Schlag, des Waldhorns Schall;
Hier wirkt, bei Wein und siissen Ziigen,
Die rege Freyheit tiberall.

Nichts lebet gebunden,

Was Freundschaft hier paart.

O gliickliche Stunden!

O liebliche Fahrt!

Friedrich von Hagedorn

The Alster

Transporter of many amusements,
You pleasant Alster River!
You multiply Hamburg’s rarities
And their cheerful enjoyment.
For you, you playful deluge,
You resound with glory!
The singing choirs,
The jubilant spirits.

Shipping on the Elbe (River) makes us richer;
The Alster teaches us to be convivial!
On that one [the Elbe] the vats are being filled;
On this one [the Alster] the foreign wines are tasty.
On floating barges
Sail harmony and pleasure,
And liberty and laughter
Lighten the chest.

The bank is adorned by a colonnade of lindens,
Within it we see gracious beauties,
Who, when the day and heat fade,
Adorably stroll up and down.
Scarcely since ancient times
Have the nymphs of the hunt,
At the side of Diana,
So charmingly laughed.

O have you ever seen, without utter delight,
Hammonia!* the splendor of the ramparts,
When the blue waves splash them
And every spring renders them more beautiful?
When that shore,

Bedecked with flora,
By so many a naiad
Is beheld with pleasant appreciation?

Her joking songs ring out
From our pleasure ship along the shore!
Stiff seriousness and fancy words

Do not belong on the Alster; she sends them to the land.

You empty twaddle,

Lacking any human wittiness,
O go to the frogs;

Just don’t vex us!

Here it is noisy, in nights full of entertainment,
The drums beat, the woodland horns sound;
Here, with wine and sweet drafts [of wine],
Lively liberty appears everywhere.
None shall live bound,
That friendship here pairs.

O happy hours!
O lovely ride!

Tanslation by Rebecca Oswald,
with assistance from Helmut Plant

*Hammonia: see the program notes.
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and liberty and laughter lighten the chest.
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Die Alster

The bank is adorned by a colonnade of lindens, within it we see gracious beauties,
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When the blue waves splash them and every spring renders them more beautiful?
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Die Alster

by so many a naiad is beheld with pleasant appreciation?
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Die Alster 15
155 Her joking songs ring out from our pleasure ship along the shore!
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Die Alster

You empty twaddle, lacking any human wittiness, O go to the frogs; just don’t vex us!
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18 Die Alster

Here it is noisy, in nights full of entertainment, The drums beat, the woodland horns sound;
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