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Program notes: 

I. Goat Dance: They really do! They frolic. They gambol. And then they face off, rear up on their hind legs, 
hover upright for a moment in stasis, then pitch forward and bash their foreheads together. And then 
they do it again. It is the funniest thing.

II. 186 Days of Rain: It can seem like they are consecutive, but they really aren’t.

III. Salmon Run: The dam at Dexter Lake is the final destination for salmon on the Middle Fork of the 
Willamette River. At the peak of the run the water just below the dam appears to boil, there are so many 
of these huge, beautiful fish milling about.

IV. Blackberry Season: It is easy to find wild, invasive, non-native blackberry bushes in rural Oregon, 
especially near rivers and lakes. In late summer the bushes become thick with huge, delicious berries, 
to the great delight of people, migrating birds, and other creatures. But watch out! The bushes are also 
full of sharp thorns.

Requests:

(1) Please report all U.S. performances of this work to BMI (classical@bmi.com) and to me 
(rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com) by emailing a JPG or PDF of a program, flyer, poster, or ticket 
showing the title of my programmed work(s) and my name (Rebecca Oswald). 

(2) Similarly, please report all non-U.S. performances to the host country’s national performance 
rights organization, to BMI (classical@bmi.com), and to me (rebecca@rebeccaoswald.com).

Many thanks! I hope you enjoy playing Field Report: News from Rural Oregon.

— Rebecca Oswald

Field Report:
News from Rural Oregon

 



Notes to performers:

Clarinet: 

A straight line between two notes indicates a portamento slide, not a scalar glissando.

Mvt. I: Grace notes should be very quick, and should fall before the beat, even when accented.

Mvt. III: The trills marked “reson” indicate a resonant trill (alternating two fingerings of a single pitch). 
Start the trill quickly, then gradually slow its speed throughout the duration of the note.

Mvt. IV: The staccatos should be as short as possible. Grace notes should be very quick, and should always 
fall before the beat.

Piano: 

In light of the frequent damper pedal changes in some sections of Field Report: News from Rural 
Oregon, after the initial “        ” marking in each movement, an abbreviated version (    ) of that symbol is 
used to indicate the subsequent damper pedal depressions. Damper pedal lifts (    ) are only indicated if 
the damper pedal is not immediately depressed again.

Mvt. I: Grace notes should be very quick, and should always fall before the beat, even when accented.

Mvt. II: The left hand ostinato should be metronome-steady. The right hand can be slightly expressive. 
Apply the pedal carefully to avoid obscuring the clarity of the right hand.

Mvt. III: The broken chord passages should sound unaccented.

Mvt. IV: The staccatos should be as short as possible. Grace notes should be very quick, and should always 
fall before the beat.
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Rebecca Oswald

Piano (C score)

©2002 by Rebecca Oswald (BMI), rebeccaoswald.com. All rights reserved.  

dedicated to Lisa Taylor

Field Report: News from Rural Oregon
Bb clarinet and piano

2014 Finalist for The American Prize in Composition (chamber music, professional division)
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