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Wise Words of Love wends its way through a colorful landscape of various aspects of love in nine short
movements. A unique collection of lines spoken by women characters in various plays by William
Shakespeare (1564-1616), arguably both England’s and the English language’s greatest poet and
playwright, serves as the text. Drawing from Shakespeare’s comedies and tragedies alike, the viewpoint
starts out firmly tongue-in-cheek, then swings, pendulum-like, to deeply romantic, and then back again.
Text painting, musical archetypes, occasional humor, and consonant and dissonant harmonic language join
together to reflect and express love’s changing moods.
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Wise Words of Love

I. Disdain
I had rather hear my dog bark at a crow
Than a man swear he loves me.

Beatrice, Much Ado About Nothing

II. Pursuit
Love sought is good, but given unsought is better.
Olivia, Twelfth Night

I give him curses, yet he gives me love.
O that my prayers could such affection move!

The more I hate, the more he follows me.
The more I love, the more he hateth me.

Hermia and Helena, A Midsummer Night’s Dream

I11. The Eyes of Love

Things base and vile, holding no quantity,

Love can transform to form and dignity.

Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind;

And therefore is wing’d Cupid painted blind.
Helena, A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Who ever lov’d that lov’d not at first sight?
Phebe, As You Like It

IV. Folly

Love is blind, and lovers cannot see

The pretty follies that themselves commit,
For if they could, Cupid himself would blush.

Jessica, The Merchant of Venice

How many fond fools serve mad jealousy?

Luciana, The Comedy of Errors

We are wise girls to mock our lovers so.
They are worse fools to purchase mocking so.

The Princess of France and Rosaline, Love’s Labours Lost

V. Courtship

We cannot fight for love, as men may do.

We should be woo’d, and were not made to woo.
Helena, A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Come, woo me, woo me,
For now I am in a holiday humour and like enough
to consent.
Rosalind, As You Like It

VI. Passion

How does he love me?
With adorations, fertile tears,
With groans that thunder love,
With sighs of fire.

Olivia and Viola, Twelfth Night

Didst thou but know the inly touch of love,
Thou wouldst as soon go kindle fire with snow
As seek to quench the fire of love with words.

Julia, The Two Gentlemen of Verona

VII. Devotion

His words are bonds, his oaths are oracles,

His love sincere, his thoughts immaculate,

His tears pure messengers from his heart,

His heart as far from fraud as heaven from earth.

Julia, The Two Gentlemen of Verona

My bounty is as boundless as the sea,

My love as deep; the more I give to thee,

The more I have, for both are infinite.
Juliet, The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet

VIII. Marriage

Men are April when they woo,

December when they wed;

Maids are May when they are maids,

But the sky changes when they are wives.
Rosalind, As You Like It

X. Parting
Good night, good night! Parting is such sweet
SOITOW,
That I shall say good night till it be morrow.
Juliet, The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet

William Shakespeare
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Wise Words of Love

II. In Pursuit
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III. The Eyes of Love
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10 Wise Words of Love

a tempo accel.

125 m

_ A D f 1
p” A T Py T

S1 |Hes—FT%F——"——% T I 1
iV 1 174 1 | 1 | I ]
Q) 4 —
How man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y fond

How man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y, man-y  fond

o) ) | —
p” A T T A T
A |Hes S — £ i ) T 1
ANIV4 1 1 - - - - 1
Ne) —F—F ¢
How man-y, man&ysman-y, man-y  fond
a tempo accel. .
125 . . . . ’ ; ’ . o : o -
n A 4 e He £ e £ = = £ N/t ¢ Pefse
o e — — ] — —————
G i ] n —— — —
D) ~ m f
. pr— —
Jr— e —
ﬁ'—' —p— T f f .E il E £ ® .E f P"!—
T T _i e T T @ = i T F
& HJ_ 4 fe . — ¥ T 5}
Intense (J = 108
130 ( ) f yid
_ ) | > | — b " — > , ,
N S R S e s g ey
1 = 1 ! | 4 | 4 1 1 u e ] E = 1 ]
fools serve mad, mad, mad, mad, mad, mad_ jeal-ou-sy?
S
9 = T I T 1 I‘\ T 1 I T 1 T 1 | 1 1 T 'ﬁ§ 1 T ]
S2 g — - — f = i
—— 1 1 Wi 1 |® ] e e 1 ]
o | | | >
fools serve mad, mad, mad, mad, mad, mad_ jeal-ou-sy?
" /. : M
Aé’ f f X f i:\ : i.;ul  m—— 11 IF;i i - i
1 - 1 ko' - 1 ]
Ne) "> o m 1 = @
fools serve mad, mad, mad, mad, mad, mad jeal-ou-sy?
Intense (J =108)
130 fast >
o) | j
y - 2 73
ANh f <
oJ >
=
>} g
ﬁ: y I 7 3
PN I . P
by %

[

I
r M
|

j
Ly
AN YER
178
Lle
svy
=
DN

X YN

*
¥ l-q
>

ROM-0001



11

Wise Words of Love

112)

Yee-haw! (J

144

1\

%
X &

%
x

1A

P A IV /1

-] %
- IV 3

)

senza ped.

150
_ ) 4

%
x
[«]

) )
T 6

Y 4
[ fan Y

SO.

wise

are

We

150
[ 4

_4_

A

%

S

to

7

|
worse fools

14 t
are

They

S

e

[© )]

/1

=

[® )]

ROM-0001



(® ]

()]

A
y /1
%

pA

SO.
SO.

D]

()]

Wise Words of Love

our lov-ers
our lov-ers

mock
mock

A

o

[ )

to
to

girls
girls

]
[ )
N

wise
wise

are
are

"
168
f) &

SO.
SO.

mock-ing
mock-ing

to pur-chase
to pur-chase

4

worse fools

are
are

They
They

o
o X

i_

Al
All

/1

174

R

174
f) &

o #il

=

-

180

S
A

¢ ¢y
MR
A AN

N NHD

ww.- SO Y
A

. s

.f.llll

.r-b

=

P I')"
bl

180

pA

ROM-0001



Wise Words of Love 13
V. Courtship
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250

- m
© g
1 1 g = |1 N
.20
~ g ~ wa
= = = £
L = | = H = 2
) Q ) e 1
| {1 w | || w | || 172]
1 1 1
-HH = -u- = -HH =
O
() Q (&)
STTT® & «~T(% & ~T® ]
M2 [RLs T
| TR | T L)
I I :
Al o | o T ()
[ [ [T
o~ o o~
el g Llal g  |H 2
41 = i = 11 e
] £ § = & v £
i~ g ~g r.
$ S _n.
= | =} e
) (=} D
= = 155
1 1 T
Q = TR = — _m
H-] — = = g
a ]
| = _
[y s _
T h. ] o
1
L — ™ S — —J.
> W Eaa e
3 .
! —
o - el o
1
A 7, > 7,| Wl -
. m. | YRS 1 A aLmno
e glS u gy
N 1] |11
=
(=)
& N Atd
_ ety
u —
T £ 2
Il =z | i
— S
1
Re} L o
1
— s N el
LY
S ole
Cre NG NG 29 N
\ rd
— o A
wn wn

p O S G N G

ritard.

255
_ /)
{7

O

O

O

O
©

N

Hol-i - day.

—3—

fingersnaps as before

[0

i

Hol-i-day.__

ritard.

&

-

. Ho

E- d e

O

—3—

&

-

—3—

|

&
-
&

S1

S2

ROM-0001



Wise Words of Love

18

VI. Passion

= 84)

Steadily (4

Slowly

261

—

How does he

me?

love

¥ 3

a - dor - a - tions,

$ ¢ ¢

With

tears,

fer - tile

= 84)

Steadily (J

261

™

Slowly

265
_ 4 #

o
"
N TTee ™ &
T S i)
‘s _ ™
e am = e = T
- =
T W .y
° IA)
Al oz o TP *
ol 2
g |k ™ =
=)
He o<
b IMJ. I T &
St
T .S
1
=]
T 2
b L
w
LG &
hadiz
on
I =
nkl.’ w
Ny
= ==
¥ Ra=
L Xy
N N 2
NGre hxnm\\\v S
2 <

he

does

How

love,

that  thun - der

With groans

tears,

fer - tile

ROM-0001



Wise Words of Love 19

271
love me?

h H # { 1 1 I I T 1 1 T ]
93— —s ¢ —f—% =
\Q) hd b ht I V T

With a - dor - a - tions, fer - tile tears, With groans that

271
%zﬁi: SEE= ===k
e) f ‘ & L ,‘I. d Vi - d L J d L J d i
) : : : : :

——H—a o o s o o
X X X

N
E
S

S >—

= 9 ﬁmﬂl @ o ]
G —— — |
ANIV4 | 1 ! I' ]
How does  he love With  sighs
> A :
G- ! £ g
S ' Y
thun - der love, With sighs of fire, with

=" *7
sighs
= |
= — : I :res
™ < =
——— 7 ¥
— e
: ’ 2 Feer F—Fr
q ] - - b
L S &
>
X % X % X X % X

ROM-0001



11 /1
A 3
T2
| S 3

A
Didst

A
Didst

Wise Words of Love

fire.
fire.

o1

of
of

280

_f a4t
p” AR _ Al
fH s 8
p” AR _ Il

A
>
A
X
%
s
A
x
]

I I

(Y

go kin-dle
=
sk
mp
The
mp
.‘I. 1
The
o
A

go kin-dle

mos_

I I

soon

(Y]

soon
A
i‘\ f
=
T— f
1 I ==
i love,
——
s &
love,
e e

LY

quench the fire of

et
1]
4

to
e
to
)

Thou wouldst as
J.I—F—f—F
.
|
=
= —

Thou wouldst as

—

.

quench the fire of
BRI

LY

20

\a a8
| 5 q
k] W
Y =
S S
o o q
| 5 5
¥
e E .
= = d
1 1
! R= R=
i) L] L
TN | ||
o s Q pis Q S
A A M= s 2 i
e oL
[
e .4 1
I ' o
$Te i e LB Hh g = i
e e 3 L BN
Pan =] L =] ! = 1
NS ) 3
il g 3 ¥
' S
L s LY 5 [ 1
1 & 2 S ol
i 3 ] = I
= = = N
-w - £ ® S #
| * Su >
=1 E % g= 2 %
£=d = Ex
gt =~ g et
< Y Y ™~
2N ANEE MW 29 S
\ (
—N —NT—— —N T
1%5] S %] <

ROM-0001



Wise Words of Love 21

% poco rit.

)
T T n |
T e I - Il |
| | Il |
1 1 1 |
)
T T n |
4 I = I = i |
1 1 1 |
poco rit.
e — ~
7 // VA VA
SN e
)
= = = & :
=
*

ROM-0001



Wise Words of Love

VII. Devotion
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VIII. Marriage
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Wise Words of Love 27
IX. Parting
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