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WILFRED OWEN (1893-1918) is
considered by many to be the foremost
poet of World War I. Born in Oswestry
in the English county of Shropshire, he
attended school in Shrewsbury and later
studied at University College, Reading.
He was influenced by Shelley and Keats
but found his poetic voice while
recuperating from “shell shock” at
Craiglockhart War Hospital in Edinburgh; he met his mentor
Siegfried Sassoon there, and his doctor encouraged him“to
work through his war experiences by expressing ‘them
poetically. Owen was killed in action on 4 November 1918,
only one week before the war ended. Benjamin, Britten
incorporated several of Owen’s poems intohis#¥ar Requiem
of 1962.

RUPERT, BROOKE (1887-1915) was
born_ i, Rugby, Warwickshire. He
studied"at King’s College, Cambridge,
wherewhe became a leader in several
intellectual, political) and thespian
organizations. He was associated with the
“Dymock Poets”, a Gloucestershire
literary group which included the
American poet Robert Frost. Brooke gained national prom-
inenée inre1s when the sonnet included in this composition,
“TheSSoldier”, was read from the pulpit in St. Paul’s
Cathedral. At that time, Brooke was serving as a naval reserve
officer in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. An
infected mosquito bite developed into sepsis, and he died on
23 April 1915; he was buried on the Greek island of Skyros.
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