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Composer’s Note

In 1895 Oscar Wilde was imprisoned for two years for being a practicing
homosexual, a crime in England at that time. Housman’s poem, while
seemingly tongue-in-cheek, was written in protest of Wilde’s incarceration
and a British court system so arbitary in its justice that a man could
conceivably be imprisoned because of ”the colour of his hair.”

The poem references hard labor punishments for prisoners which may be
unfamiliar to singers today. “Oakum” is tarred fiber used in caulking ships,
made by picking apart old rope by hand. Prisoners had to pick 3 to 6 pounds
per day, which caused lacerations and calluses on the hands. While the
“treadmill” is known today as an exercise device, it originated a§ a means of
producing power for grinding grain. Prisoners often were forced teawalk the
treadmill 8 to 1o hours per day, 15 minutes on and 5 minute$ off.

DR.ROSSC.BERNHARDT is Director of Choral Activities and Associate
Professor of Music at Texas A&M University-Corpts Christi, where he
conducts Camerata Isla, University Singers, and teaches applied voice and
choral methods. He received a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in choral
conducting from Michigan State Unijv€tsity, and Masters and Bachelors
degrees from the University of Nerth” Carolina at Greensboro and the
University of Missouri, respectively.

Dr. Bernhardt previously served as Chair of the Music Department and
Director of Choral Activities at Lambuth University in Jackson, Tennessee.
He also served on the fa€ultics6f Columbia College (Missouri) and Lansing
Community College (Michigan) and was a high school choral director in
southwest Virginia’

An internationallyjrecognized composer, Dr. Bernhardt has won first prize
in the Ithaca“€ellege Choral Composition Competition (US), Silliman
Anthem Award Competition (US), Longfellow Choral Composition
Competition (US), and Concurso Internacional Amadeus de Composicion
Coral (Spain), and special commendation in the Phoenix Choral Composition
Competition (UK). His compositions have been published by Hinshaw, Mark
Foster, and Colla Voce.

Self- puélz}bed compositions are available via
www.bernbardtmusic.com
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