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Corde natus ex parentis is a 4th century hymn by the Roman poet Aurelius Prudentius Clemens (348 – c. 413).  
This piece sets the first, fourth, and fifth stanzas of the nine-stanza poem (the ninth of which is a paraphrase of 
the Lesser Doxology), paired with the traditional chant associated with the text, “Divinum mysterium,” which 
appeared as early as the 10th century. 

 
Corde natus ex parentis 
Ante mundi exordium 
A et O cognominatus, 
ipse fons et clausula 
Omnium quæ sunt, fuerunt, 
quæque post futura sunt. 
Sæculorum sæculis. 
 
O beatus ortus ille, 
virgo cum puerpera 
Edidit nostram salutem, 
feta Sancto Spiritu, 
Et puer redemptor orbis 
os sacratum protulit. 
Sæculorum sæculis. 
 
Psallat altitudo caeli, 
psallite omnes angeli, 
Quidquid est virtutis usquam 
psallat in laudem Dei, 
Nulla linguarum silescat, 
vox et omnis consonet. 
Sæculorum sæculis. 

 

 
Of the Father's love begotten, 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 
O that birth forever blessèd, 
When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Saviour of our race; 
And the Babe, the world's Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face, 
evermore and evermore! 
 
O ye heights of heaven adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
Powers, dominions, bow before Him, 
and extol our God and King! 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Every voice in concert sing, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 
 

Patrick M. O’Shea (b. 1967, Worcester, Massachusetts) serves as Professor of Music and Director of Choirs at 
Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota. He holds the degrees from Arizona State University, the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and Shenandoah Conservatory of Music.  He writes predominantly choral and 
vocal music, but has also produced works for various chamber ensembles and piano.  For more composer 
information, visit: www.poshea.com 
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