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Ich und Du simply would not have been possible without the inspiration,
assistance, and sheer joy of working with soprano Heidi Moss. These works
are personal to a unique degree, created as they were as a kind of courtship
gift to this wonderful woman and artist. In “Dein blaues Auge hélt so still”
the repeated ‘E’ in the piano holds us still as the fast moving treble motives
depict the blazing eyes of the beloved. “Ich und Du” uses two different
musical ideas to depict the separateness of the two lovers, only to see them
merge and come together (musically and spiritually) at the end of the piece.
“Mondnacht” begins with a dialogue of soft chords that bounce between
separate registers, personifying the poetic imagery of the Earth and Sky
sending amorous intentions to each other.

Premiered April 5, 2014 with soprano Heidi Moss and the composer at the
piano. Salle Piano Music Salon, San Francisco, California

Commissioned as part of the Lieder Alive! Composer Residency for the
2013-14 Subscription Concert Series



Dein blaues Auge hilt so still

Dein blaues Auge hilt so still,

Ich blicke bis zum Grund.

Du fragst mich, was ich sehen will?
Ich sehe mich gesund.

Es brannte mich ein gliihend Paar,
Noch schmerzt das Nachgefiihl;
Das deine ist wie See so klar

Und wie ein See so kiihl.

-Klaus Groth

Your blue eyes hold so still,

I can look all the way into them.
You ask me what [ want to see.
I see my return to health.

A blazing pair of eyes once burnt me,
The after-feeling still aches:

Yours are as clear as a lake

And as cool as a lake.

Ich und Du

Wir triumten voneinander

Und sind davon erwacht,

Wir leben, um uns zu lieben,
Und sinken zurtick in die Nacht.

Du tratst aus meinem Traume,
Aus deinem trat ich hervor,
Wir sterben, wenn sich eines
Im andern ganz verlor.

Auf einer Lilie zittern

Zwei Tropfen, rein und rund,
ZerflieBen in eines und rollen
Hinab in des Kelches Grund.

-Friedrich Hebbel

We dreamed of each other

And awoke from that dream;
We live to love each other

And we sink back into the night.

You stepped out of my dream,

I stepped out of yours;

We shall dis when one of us

Has become completely lost in the other.

On a lily there tremble

Two drops, pure and round,
They join into one and roll
Down to the bottom of the cup.

Mondnacht

Es war, als hitt' der Himmel
Die Erde still gekiisst

Dass sie im Bliitenschimmer
Von ihm nun traumen miisst

Die Luft ging durch die Felder
Die Ahren wogten sacht

Es rauschten leis die Wilder
So sternklar war die Nacht

Und meine Seele spannte
Weit ihre Fliigel aus

Flog durch die stillen Lande
Als floge sie nach Haus

-Joseph von Eichendorff

It was as if the Sky

Had silently kissed the Earth,

So that she, in the glimmer of blossoms,
Now had to dream of him.

the breeze passed through the fields,
The ears of grain waved gently,

The forests rustled softly,

So starry-clear was the night.

And my soul spread

Its wings out wide,

And flew through the silent regions
As if it were flying home.



Dein blaues Auge halt so still

Klaus Groth Your blue eyes hold so still

Jo

Still and warm

Kurt Erickson
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Dein blaues Auge halt so still
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Dein blaues Auge halt so still
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Dein blaues Auge halt so still
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Rhythmically very free & rhapsodic
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Dein blaues Auge halt so still
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Ich und Du

Friedrich Hebbel I and You Kurt Erickson
Filled with Romantic langor and yearning J =100
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Ich und Du
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Ich und Du
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Completely free & floating, as if the
whole piece stops at this moment
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Ich und Du
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Mondnacht

Joseph von Eichendorff Kurt Erickson
Slow, spacious, floating, & magical j, =40 _ p _ p
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