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This new setting of the Gloria was premièred in Milwaukee, USA by the Bel Canto Chorus 
with Stained Glass Brass and soprano soloist, Rebecca Whitney, in their ‘Christmas in the 
Basilica’ concerts in December 2014, conducted by Richard Hynson. 

The opening section is in a lively 7/8 tempo, and the soloist and chorus are used antiphonally 
to portray the words Gloria in excelsis Deo (‘Glory be to God on high’). In a gentler section, 
starting at letter D, the brass group and organ introduce a new theme which is later taken up 
by the soprano soloist, echoed by the choir - Laudamus te (‘We praise thee’). The main Gloria 
theme comes back from time to time, and a new descending motif is introduced at letter I, for 
the words. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei (‘Lord God, Lamb of God’).  Following choral cries of 
supplication, Miserere nobis (‘Have mercy on us’), the tempo eases and leads into the central 
section, starting at letter N, which is dominated by the soprano soloist. This is much more 
contemplative in character, reflecting the words, Qui tollis pecata mundi (‘Who bears the sins of 
the world’). A climax is reached a few measures before letter Q, with another impassioned plea 
for mercy (Miserere nobis).  A brief recapitulation of the opening theme with new words at 
letter Q leads to a fugal section, still in 7/8 time, Cum Sancto Spiritu in Gloria Dei Patri (‘With 
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