
Gordon Thornett 

BRIGHT WAS THE STAR 

for Mixed Choir (SATB) 

2013

www.SwirlyMusic.com



Gordon Thornett 

BRIGHT WAS THE STAR 

Mixed Choir - SATB 
with piano (or organ) accompaniment 

This simple Christmas setting resulted from an international collaboration between Brian 
Holmes of  California and Gordon Thornett from the UK. Brian's poem has been set for 
mixed voices (SATB) and piano (or organ). The piece describes how the cold of  winter is 
turned into spring by the coming of  the Christ Child. 

Bright was the Star received its first performances in the UK, by the City of  Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra and CBSO Chorus, conducted by Simon Halsey in December 2013. 
The orchestration is also available by arrangement with the composer.  

Gordon Thornett has written a number of  choral pieces for Christmas, published in the UK by 
OUP and in Norway by Norsk Musikforlag.  Some other Christmas titles are obtainable from 
Swirly Music.  His Festive Christmas Overture ‘The Joy of  Christmas’ is published by Faber 
Music. 

www.newcarols.com 

Catalog No. GTT-010 

Copyright © 2013  G J Thornett & Brian Holmes 

Unauthorized photocopying or reproduction of  any part of  this material is prohibited.

www.SwirlyMusic.com



°

¢

{

Copyright © G J Thornett 2013

V.S.

Andante legato q = 92

p

Andante legato q = 92

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

Bright was the Star

Gordon ThornettBrian Holmes

Prepared for CBSO Christmas Concerts, December 2013

&
b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹

b ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

?
b

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
b

b

n

&
b

-

-
-

?

œ
œ
œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ
œ
œ œ

œ œ œ œ
˙

œ

Œ

˙

˙

˙œ œ œ œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ
œ
˙̇
˙
˙ ˙

˙
˙
˙

˙
˙

œ œ œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œb
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ œ

œ



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

High

mp

on a hill the snow lay white. Chill was the mid night- air.
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