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Contemporary  organ music is typically intended for use in Church services,  or is written for

 teaching purposes, while others are best used in concerts or recitals. Rarely does one find organ 

music that expresses a less serious nature. Most attempt to be  profound, intellectual, somewhat

historic in form, serious or sacred in some manner, like virtually all of my other organ pieces.

These works are not like that. They are “Character” pieces, which to this composer means anything 

but profound, intellectual, historic, serious or religious. “Fun” pieces might be accurate, though

 there is no attempt here to be funny. Definitely secular, intentionally light-hearted, brief, clever 

perhaps, even cheerful. You might think of Songs Without Words, a generic  Prelude à la George 

Gershwin,  maybe an Interlude or Intermezzo. This is something  of the nature of these brief pieces.

 That being said, they are written in a contemporary style and from that perspective also try to be

 pieces informed  music lovers will find intriguing–with some rich harmonic complexity and 

plenty of  compositional devices and forms one will recognize as rather traditional in nature.

The seven pieces as a group call for a wide range of sounds from the instrument and might be

 played together as an introduction to or a demonstration of a variety of organ effects and colors.

Perhaps they could be used with 11-year-olds as a lesson about  the sounds of an organ. Maybe 

they are useful in a concert on a brand new organ, showing off its colors and dynamic range. The

pieces vary from very quiet use of the softest stops to the thundering of the full organ, and most

steps between. In any event, I hope listeners and players alike will have a bit of fun with them.
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Additional Organ Music by Dale Ramsey
available from SwirlyMusic.com/dr

See the Scores--Hear Recordings of the Music online

Sortie

Fantasia on “Crucifer”

Variants on “Madrid”

Prelude for Organ

Variations on “Adoro te devote”

Festival Flourish on “Union Seminary”

Prelude on “National City” (with Trumpet)

Psalm 23

“Picardy” for Organ and Violin

Processional on a 9-tone Scale
(versions for organ alone, and with Brass Quintet)

“The Trumpet Shall Sound”
(for Organ, Baritone, and Trumpet)

also

Procession of the Nobles by Rimsky-Korsakov
arranged for Organ, Brass Quintet and Percussion



Other Compositions by Dale Ramsey
available from SwirlyMusic.com/dr

Requiem
for Mixed Chorus, Soprano Soloist, and

Chamber Orchestra with Organ

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis
for Mixed Chorus and Woodwind Quintet

God Who Touches Earth with Beauty
Anthem for SATB Chorus and Organ

String Quartet

Four Spanish Carols
for Brass Quintet and Percussion

Andante and Jubilation
for Flute, Cello and Harpsichord

Flute Trio in Three Movements

Five Pieces for Dancing
Piano

Jazz Ground
Piano

See all the scores and hear recordings of all the music online
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