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Composer's Notes

Contemporary organ music is typically intended for use in Church services, or is written for
teaching purposes, while others are best used in concerts or recitals. Rarely does one find organ
music that expresses a less serious nature. Most attempt to be profound, intellectual, somewhat
historic in form, serious or sacred in some manner, like virtually all of my other organ pieces.

These works are not like that. They are “Character” pieces, which to this composer means anything
but profound, intellectual, historic, serious or religious. “Fun” pieces might be accurate, though
there is no attempt here to be funny. Definitely secular, intentionally light-hearted, brief, clever
perhaps, even cheerful. You might think of Songs Without Words, a generic P

Gershwin, maybe an Interlude or Intermezzo. This is something of the
That being said, they are written in a contemporary style and from

pieces informed music lovers will find intriguing—with som
plenty of compositional devices and forms one will recogniz

ude ala George

f these brief pieces.
spective also try to be
onic complexity and
her traditional in nature.

The seven pieces as a group call for a wide range of sou
played together as an introduction to or a demonstr ariety of organ effects and colors.
Perhaps they could be used with 11-year-olds as a out the sounds of an organ. Maybe
they are useful in a concert on a brand new orgarishowing off its colors and dynamic range. The
pieces vary from very quiet use of the softest stops t6"the thundering of the full organ, and most
steps between. In any event, | hope listenersand players alike will have a bit of fun with them.
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For John Schaefer in honor of his 40 years of service as Canon Musician for
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For Benjamin Crocker

Whispers
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20 For Elizabeth Crocker

Chatting With Granny
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24 For Marcia, my bride of 50 years

Quiet Talk
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