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Composer’s Notes

Dr. Robert Cueni, to whom this piece is dedicated and

after whom the hymn melody is named, was the Senior

Minister of Country Club Christian Church in Kansas City,

Missouri from 1991 to 2002. The words of this anthem are

his favorite hymn. It was written in his honor at his

acceptance of the position of President of the Lexington

Theological Seminary in Lexington, Kentucky. The

anthem was sung at his last Sunday service in Kansas City

This early 20th century text uses nature as a metgaphor to

express concepts and qualities of an individual’s character.

It celebrates aspects of personality which give us the ability

to communicate trust and confidence in the midst of a cynical

and difficult world. It does so without utilizing gender specific

language, so, while being almost 100 years old, it inclusively

speaks to all people in the presently diverse society of humanity

The music is stylistically compatible with the sensual nature of

the text. The melody is quite pleasant, and the harmonization

is not much unlike the music of early twentieth century hymn

writers--quite warm and sophisticated. The organ part is rather

symphonic in concept, which many organists enjoy as a current

fashion in the early 21st century. Choirs seem to enjoy singing

this piece of music. Perhaps it gives them a chance to experience

something of a hint of what was thought of as “good” church

music in a time 100 years past, as well as to sing words that still

encourage us to reflect upon the “content of our characters”.
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God Who Touches Earth with Beauty

In honor of Dr. Robert Cueni
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