Five Pieces E)r
Dancin
2

forQ/







Five Pieces for
Dancing

for

Piano

by

Dale E. Ramsey



From the Composer

Five Pieces for Dancing was composed for Kimberly Staley and Choreographed
by her at Texas Women’s University in February of 1984. This was Mr. Ramsey'’s

second work to be danced under the direction of Ms Staley.

The pieces are inspired by dance forms popular in the Baroque period and earlier.
Many composers wrote suites of these dance forms for chamber groups of varying

make up and size. Keyboard suites also popularly utilized many of these forms.

The present set does not attempt to provide historical interpret%f these dances,

but rather to express something of the rhythm and charactergf the dances without

adhering to their classical forms. They do not simulate baro racteristics, but
offer contemporary music inspired by them.
The Prelude least represents anything resembling ea ces. It’s purpose is to

establish harmonic and melodic materials whichare utilized throughout the five
pieces. ANine-tone scale is used in each pieee. three and four note fragments
taken from the scale are combined in var ways to form structures that are used

as thematic materials and accompapime igures.

Titles given the last four pieceWsomething of the sense and energy of their

historical namesakes. v
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Five Pieces for Dancing
Dale E. Ramsey
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