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Caroline Mallonée

| Saw a Peacock
with a Fiery Talil

for double choir
TEXT

| saw a peacock with a fiery tail,

| saw a blazing comet drop down halil,

| saw a cloud with ivy circled gounay

| saw a sturdy oak creep on the ground,

| saw an ant swallow up a whale;

| saw a raging sea that was brimful of ale,

| saw a Venice glass fifteen feet deep,

| saw a well full of men's tears that weep,

| saw red eyes allindasflame of fire,

| saw a housg"@s big as the moon and higher,
| saw the surmift the midst of night,

| saw the man, that saw this wondrous sight.

PROGRAM NOTE

A 17th-century riddle peem)’, | Saw a Peacock With a Fiery Tail at first seems
fantastical: A peacock with a fiery tail! | saw a comet drop down hail! Full of
evocative text painting, this choral setting reveals the sense of the poem by
dividing each’line between the two choirs and then reordering the text. A comet
with a fiery taill’ | saw a cloud drop down hail!l The music allows for this
reordering byyending each phrase with a tendency chord that can be resolved in
two ways,, The piece returns to the magical imagery in an antiphonal setting for
doubleshoir at the end.

| Saw a Peacock With a Fiery Tail was premiered in St. Paul, Minnesota in 2013
by VocalEssence with Philip Brunelle conducting.

Duration: ca. 3 minutes.
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