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Di Balade Funem Farloyrenem Shefele, by Itzik Manger (1901 - 1969) 
translation: Michael Kaulkin 

Amol iz geven a pastekhl,
Iz im farloyrn gagangen a shof.
Geyt er barg aroyf, geyt er barg arop,
Treft er an altn rov.

"Rov, rov, alter rov,
Kh'hob a shefele farloyrn,
A shefele a kleyns, 
An umetiks a sheyns
Hob ikh ongevoyrn,
Trilli hot es geheysn,
Vi ale pastekher veysn."

Glet der rov di vayse bord,
Glet zi un glet,
Un ot, vos s'hot der alter rov tsum pastekhl 
geredt:
- "Farloyrn iz farloyrn,
Alemai a shtern - er blitst un shaynt,
Un ot - shoyn ongevoyrn."

Geyt dos pastekhl geyt un geyt,
Kumt es tsu a gortn,
Zet er a meydl in same vays,
Tsvishn di blumen dortn,

- "Meydl, meydl in same vays,
Kh'hob a shefele farloyrn,  
A shefele a kleyns, 
An umetiks a sheyns
Hob ikh ongevoyrn,
Trilli hot es geheysn,
Vi ale pastekher veysn."

Zogt dos meydl in same vays:
- "Farloyrn iz farloyrn,
Alemai a blum - zi blit un blit,
Un ot - shoyn gevoyrn."

Once there was a little shepherd who 
lost a sheep.  Up and down the hills he 
roamed until he met an old Rabbi.

“Old Rabbi,” he said, “I have lost a lamb, 
a little lamb, a beautiful lamb. Its name is 
Trilili, as all the shepherds know.”

The old Rabbi stroked his beard, and this 
is what he said to the shepherd:

“Lost is lost, just like a star - it twinkles 
and shines, and there - it’s gone.”

On the shepherd walked, and walked 
and walked, until he came to a garden 
where among the flowers was a girl in 
white.

“Girl in white,” he said, “I have lost a 
lamb, a little lamb, a beautiful lamb. Its 
name is Trilili, as all the shepherds 
know.”

The girl in white said:

“Lost is lost, just like a flower - it blooms 
and withers, and there - it’s gone.”

(continued)



Geyt dos pastekhl, geyt un geyt,
Treft er a betler an altn:
"Alter betler, tsi veystu nit,
Vu mayn shefele ligt bahaltn?"

Der betler iz eliyohu hanovi geven,
Hot er im bay der hant genumen,
Zenen zey gegangen a tog, a nakht,
Biz zey zenen tsu a feld gekumen.
Fun same gold iz dos feld geven,
A zilberner taykh in mitn,
Un oyfn feld hot dos shefele getantst,
Biz der tog hot zikh gebitn.

Hot eliyohu hanovi gezogt
Umzistike trern rinen,
"Farlirt a pastekhl zayn shefel in feld
Hot es gor borekh hu gefinen."

On the shepherd walked, and walked and 
walked, until he came to an old beggar:
“Old beggar, do you know where my lamb 
is hiding?”

The beggar was the Prophet Elijah, who 
took the shepherd by the hand and they 
walked for a day and a night until they 
came to golden field by a river of silver. 
And there was the lamb, dancing in the 
golden field.

The Prophet Elijah, with tears running 
down his face, said:
“A shepherd has lost his lamb in a field, 
and it is God who has found it.”
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