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Shteyt a bokher. Shteyt un trakht. 
Trakht un trakht a gantse nakht.
Vemen zu nemen un nit farshemen.

Tumbalalayka, shpil balalayka
Tumbalalayka, freylekh zol zayn

Meydl, meydl, 'khvil bay dir freygn,
Vos ken vaksn, vaksn on regn?
Vos ken brennen, un nit oyfhern?
Vos ken benken, veynen on trern?

Narisher bokher, vos darfstu freygn?
Shteynen ken vaksn, vaksn on regn!
Libe ken brenen, un nit oyfhern,
A harts ken benken, veynen on trern!

A young lad stands there thinking all night long: 
Whom shall I choose, without causing her shame?

Tumbalalaika, play the balalaika.
Tumbalalaika, be joyful.

Young girl, I’ve got a question:
What can grow without rain?
What can burn forever?
What can weep without tears?

Silly lad! What are these questions?
Stones can grow without rain!
Love can burn forever!
The heart can weep without tears!

Are you performing this piece? Let us know the details!
info@swirlymusic.org
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* - "badladlay" is an attempt to imitate the strumming of the balalayka, a Russian folk instrument 

similar to a guitar. The "lay" syllable should sound like the word "lie".
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$1.95

Also available from Swirly Music

Choral Works by Michael Kaulkin

SWM-017 The Noble Art of Music SATB a cappella c. 2” $1.95

SWM-016 Remembered Music SATB a cappella c. 3” $1.95

SWM-013 Tumbalalayka SATB a cappella 2’30” $1.95

SWM-006a Roll the Tide SATB a cappella 2’50” $1.95

SWM-009 Ducks in the Garden SATB a cappella 2’ $1.50

SWM-003 Most This Amazing SATB, 2 pianos, percussion please  
11’30” inquire

SWM-002a Are Friends Delight SATB + SATB a cappella $2.50  
or Pain? 1’50”

SWM-002 Cycle of Friends soprano solo, SATB and please  
orchestra 25’ inquire

All titles are available for download under a flat license fee.   
Please visit www.SwirlyMusic.org for more information.


