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IN THOSE YEARS, NO ONE SLEPT

Some, like my grandfather,
slept standing,
hiding among cornstalks
and listening for dogs.

The woods were full of women dressed in black.

The woods
were full of veiled women
who’d come to him and ask
Did you see my son?
Is he still alive?

The woods were full of veiled women
and young men sleeping,
standing
behind every tree trunk.

The woods were full.

Young men wore rifles
and slept standing
behind every tree trunk.

The women were dressed in black
with large wings on their backs.

Did you see my son?
My husband? Brother?

The woods were full.
So were the cemeteries.

Everyone slept standing.
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Composer's note: When possible, ensembles are encouraged to present this piece in a non-traditional way. 
Perhaps off the risers, downstage, or even within (or surrounding) the audience. 

Subtle movement is possible; eye-contact with listeners is ideal. 
Best if memorized. Thanks.
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