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THE SMALLEST SONG
by Martha Collins

For the days that are left the smallest song:
a wish for snow on your parted hair.
The fire is warm but the nights belong
to the days that are left, and the smallest song
could say too much: would the words be wrong
if the wish were right? What do I dare,
for the days that are left? The smallest song?
A wish for snow on your parted hair?
Our fires all warm, our nights all long
as the days that are left? The smallest song
could say so much: it wouldn't be wrong
if the words were right. What do we dare,
for the days that are left? The smallest song.
A wish for snow before parting. There.

from 
The Catastrophe of Rainbows    
©1985 Martha Collins
used by permission

Special thanks to
The College of St. Rose Chamber Choir, Dr. Michael Levi, director,

for their world premiere, October 24, 2015, at the Massry Center for the Arts, Albany, NY.
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